
T.L. Hanna High School 

Honors US History and Constitution Syllabus 

 
Teacher’s Name: Ms. Sarah Rinker 

Room: 215 

Phone: (864) 260-5110  

Email: sarahrinker@anderson5.net  

Planning Period: First semester: 3rd block (12:00-2:00) 

      Second semester: 2nd block (10:17-11:53)  

 
Textbook:  United States History. Pearson, 2014. 

 

Google Classroom Code: 1st Block: s031mh 

       2nd Block: i5vvop 

 

- There will be resources and assignments posted regularly to Google Classroom. Students are to adhere 

to all due dates on Google Classroom. 
 

Remind 101 Code: 1st Block text @TLHUSH1 to 81010 

         2nd Block text @TLHUSH2 to 81010 

         This will be used for test/quiz/assignment reminders throughout the year. 

 
Required Materials: Chromebook (you will need every day), three-ring binder for storage, 10 dividers, loose-

leaf college ruled paper, notebook, pens (blue/black ink only), highlighter, #2 pencils. 

 

Chromebook/Technology Usage: Cell phones are not to be used in class at any time. If a cell phone is seen or 

heard, it will be confiscated and reported to the front office. Chromebooks are to only be used when explicitly 

instructed. Although they are to be brought to class, fully charged on a daily basis, they are NOT to be used for 

note taking. Violation of this rule will result in confiscation of the Chromebook. 
 
Course Description:   

We will cover United States history from the time of the first European settlements through the present day. We 

will cover all major aspects of American history throughout that time including: our governing structure, the 

growth of our borders, internal conflicts, our changing economy, and our evolution into a world power. 

 

It is my goal that this course will teach you to read and understand texts and information through analysis and 

interpretation. You will achieve this knowledge and understanding of US History by practicing a variety of 

different skills in each class. These skills include, but are not limited to: note taking, active listening, reading 

data sets, working with teammates, inquiry, map skills, interpreting visuals, and writing to show understanding. 

Because this is an honors level class, I have high expectations for what you will be able to achieve while in this 

class. This means that no guided notes will be provided and you will be expected to create and express historical 

arguments through writing regularly. 

 

By the end of the semester, you should have an understanding of the United States as it exists in the world 

today. By challenging yourself to understand this material, you will have gained not only skills you will use for 

the rest of your life, but you will also become an informed citizen capable of changing the community and world 

in which you live for the better! This also means that you will be fully prepared to be successful on the state End 

of Course exam, which will count as 20% of your final grade in this class. A passing grade in this course (60 

or above) is required in order for students to be eligible for graduation. 



 

Attendance Policy: Per Anderson School District 5’s attendance policy, students in a semester class are 

permitted 5 absences during the course. Students with more than 5 absences will be given an FA (failure due to 

excessive absences) and will have to make up the seat hours in Saturday School ($5 per hour) in the spring, or 

retake the course. Please see the student handbook for more information on this policy and attendance recovery. 

 

This class adheres by the TL Hanna tardy policy. For more information on this policy and consequences for 

tardies, please see the student handbook. 

 

South Carolina USH EOC: South Carolina administers and End of Course exam to all students taking United 

States History. All of Miss Rinker’s students will take this 55 question, multiple choice exam on the morning of 

Tuesday, May 26th, 2020. A link to the South Carolina US History standards is provided on my teacher website, 

as well as on my Google Classroom and a copy of the standards will be given to students during the first week 

of school upon request. Per the state of South Carolina, this exam will count as 20% of the student’s semester 

grade US History. Students cannot exempt the End of Course test. There will be no final exam in this class due 

to the EOC. 

 

Ms. Rinker’s Expectations:  This course is a fast-paced review of the key aspects of US history, and requires 

students to display a high level of motivation and excellence in order to excel.  It will be your responsibility to 

keep pace with the schedule and large amount of curriculum material to be covered.  I expect every student to 

read the assigned textbook and supplemental readings, take comprehensive notes, and complete all class work, 

homework, and project assignments by their assigned due dates.  It is also critical that students actively 

participate in the class discussions and learning process.  My expectations are consistent with those of the 

administration of T.L Hanna High School. 
 
Students will be assigned class work, reading, and homework on a daily basis.  Assignments and their due dates 

will be provided in class, and students are responsible for writing them down in their personal planners or 

adding them to their Google Calendars before exiting the classroom.  Every attempt will be made to maintain 

the course website; however, due to the extremely busy nature of the academic day, the websites may not have 

all information immediately updated.  Ultimately, responsibility lies with the students to ensure that they are 

tracking their coursework and due dates in their personal planners. 
 

Quizzes will be given frequently and tests will be taken at the end of every unit.  Testing dates will be posted on 

the classroom board and webpage a minimum of 4-5 days prior. The grade made on the South Carolina End of 

Course Exam will be factored into the semester grade.   

 
Grading (Per Anderson School District 5’s Uniform Grading Policy):     
            
FIRST QUARTER: 

 

Major Assignments         60%  

 *Tests, projects, and writing constitute major grades.   
Minor Assignments              20% 

 *Quizzes, and larger classwork assignments constitute  

minor grades.   
Daily Grades          10% 

 *Homework assignments and small classroom activities   

Quarter Exam          10% 

 *A cumulative exam for the quarter will be given in October.    

  

 

 

 



SECOND QUARTER: 

 

Major Assignments         70%  

 *Tests, projects, and writing constitute major grades.   
Minor Assignments              20% 

 *Quizzes, and larger classwork assignments constitute  

minor grades.   
Daily Grades          10% 

 *Homework assignments and small classroom activities    

 

End of Course Exam          20% of yearly grade  
  
District Grading Scale:    A: 100-90     B: 89-80     C: 79-70     D: 69-60    F: 59 and below 
 
Class Work, Make-Up, and Late Work:  Class work that is not completed in class will be due at the start of 

the following class block.  Homework assignments will be due at the start of the next class block.  If a student is 

absent on the due date for legitimate reasons, the assignment will then be due on the day of his/her return.   
 

Students must make plans with the teacher to make up any missed major assessment (such as tests and projects) 

within 5 school days of the absence.  Failure to make up the work as planned with the teacher will result in a 

grade of 0 for the major assessment. For extenuating circumstances, you must receive approval from Mr. 

Mayfield or Ms. Jones. The grade will be recorded as a zero until the work is made up. 

 

It is the responsibility of the student to request missed assignments to regain participation points and to schedule 

make-up tests or retests.  Make-up work for absences, including tests, quizzes, and assignments should be 

completed within five school days of returning to class. Special consideration will be given to increase 

completion time for students who were absent for extended periods (extended illness, death in the family, etc.) 

to ensure they are able to catch up with their work in all of their classes.  Long-term assignments should be 

completed by the original designated date even if the student is out the day before the assignment is 

due.  Failure to make up any assigned work will result in a zero for that grade. 
 
Late class work and multi-day assignments will be accepted within one school day of its original due date with a 

base score of 90% (before grading).  It is the student’s responsibility to bring any late work to Ms. Rinker. 

 

Retests: Students have the ability to retake any major assessment one time.  In order to retest, students must 

complete a Request to Retest form including parent signature (available on Google Classroom and hard copies 

are available from Miss Rinker) and complete test corrections with explanations/analysis of each incorrect 

answer.  Retests must be completed within 10 school days of the original test grade’s entry into Power 

School.  Retests must be taken in Power Hour (Monday/Thursdays – 3:50pm to 4:50pm in lab 517). The 

recorded grade will be the highest grade. 

Tutoring & Make-Up Work: I will be available to assist students with classwork tutoring, test preparation, and 

make-up testing before school from 7:20-8:10 any day of the week as long as you let me know prior to coming 

in. I will also be available during Power Hour Mondays and Thursday from 3:50-4:50 and after school in my 

room until 4:45 Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
 
Extra Credit: will not be offered in this class. It is your responsibility to complete assignments, turn-in class 

work, and study for tests/quizzes when they are assigned or due.  
 
PowerSchool Parent Portal Account: parents are required to have a PowerSchool account to view and 

monitor your student's grades & progress in World History (and all other classes) throughout the 

year.  Either a parent or student can set up an account through the guidance office (260-5247) if you do 



not already have one established.  You can access your account though the "Parent Portal" icon located 

in the upper right corner of the TL Hanna webpage. I will update grades at least every 5 days. 
 
Teacher’s Thoughts:  I strongly feel that all of my students are capable to excel in this course, and you should 

expect me to provide you with the tools, knowledge, and resources necessary to make our learning process both 

challenging and exciting. I will also make sure that you feel prepared to take the End of Course exam in the 

spring. I look forward to a positive and rewarding semester teaching Honors US History (because it’s one of my 

favorite subjects to teach), and require students to come to class prepared to participate in the day’s lesson.  I 

want my students to succeed this year, and I am willing to stay after school if the need arises for assistance with 

assignments or tutoring. I wish you all good luck this academic year, and look forward to teaching you.   
 

 

Scope and Sequence 

 

Unit Years Chapters Class Time 
Unit 1: Colonization 1500-1765 2.3-3.3 6 days 

Unit 2: American Revolution and 

Government 

1765-1816 3.4-6.2 8 days 

Unit 3: Westward Expansion (Part 1) 1815-1850 6.3-9.3 7 days 

Unit 4: Westward Expansion (Part2) 1850-1861 10 3 days 

Unit 5: US Civil War and Reconstruction 1861-1877 11-12 7 days 

Unit 6: The Gilded Age 1877-1917 13-16 7 days 

Unit 7: The Progressive Era 1890-1920 17-18 7 days 

Unit 8: World War I 1914-1920 19 4 days 

Unit 9: The Roaring 20’s and the Great 

Depression 

1919-1940 20-22 6 days 

Unit 10: World War II 1931-1940 23-24 6 days 

Unit 11: Post World War II (1950’s) 1945-1960 25-26 5 days 

Unit 12: The 1960’s and 1970’s 1960-1980 27-31 7 days 

Unit 13: The 1980’s to Present 1980-2016 32-33 3 days 

End of Course Exam   Monday, January 6, 

2019 

 

Syllabus Disclaimer: This syllabus was created to serve as a course outline. Due to the fact that unforeseen 

events may and usually occur, changes may be made to the syllabus and the teacher reserves the right to make 

such changes for the benefit of the students and the learning process.    
 
Please feel free to contact me at 260-5110 or e-mail to sarahrinker@anderson5.net to discuss any concerns 

or set up a conference. 
 


